Person Things Place
Gramps seeds store
Josh books library
" Mr. Lee mountains Colorado

e

Unit 1 Lesson 1 Parts of Speech Activity
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and I made
vegetable soup.

Unit 1 Lesson 1 Sentence Completion Activity
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Appendix C: Qualitative Interview Questions
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Qualitative Interview Questions

Please describe what it was like for you to use the Destination Reading software.

Do you think the use of the software changed how you feel about school? How?

Do you think the use of the software changed how you feel about computers? How?
Do you think the software helped you to learn to read? How?

Is there anything you would like me to know about your experience using the

software?
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Appendix D: Test Administration Script
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GRADE 3 READING COMPREHENSION RESEARCH PROJECT

TEST ADMINISTRATION SCRIPT

Please read these directions carefully before administering the test. When you administer the
test, the directions you are to read aloud are preceded by SAY. The italicized instructions to

teachers should not be read aloud.
Review the assent form together and have each student sign it.

SAY Good morning boys and girls. Today you will be taking a test of your reading skills.
The test has 4 passages that you will read, and for each passage you will answer
5 questions. This test does not count on your report card and your teacher will
not see your grades. For this test please circle the number of the correct answer

for each question. Are there any questions about how to answer the questions?

Pause for questions. When you are confident that all students understand how to take the

test, distribute the test to each student.
SAY You may make notes, highlight, or underline in this test booklet as you read.
Are there any questions?

Pause for questions. When you are confident that all students understand the directions,

SAY When answering the questions, you may look back at the reading selections as often as
you like. When you see the words GO ON at the bottom of the page, go on to the

next page. When you come to the word STOP, do not turn the page. You may go
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back and check your work, but do not go on until I tell you to do so. You must
work independently, and you may not speak with each other while the test is

being administered. Are there any questions?

Pause for questions. When you are confident that all students understand the directions,

SAY Since this part of the test measures your understanding of the reading passages you
should answer the questions based on the passages you have read. The scores for
your answers will not be based on your personal opinion. Now, turn to page 2.
Read the story and answer questions 1 through 5. For each question, circle your
answer in the test booklet. You will have 9 minutes to read the article and
answer the questions about what you have read. | will write the time on the

board. You may begin.

Record the time.

Be sure that students are on the correct page and are circling numbers in the test booklet

appropriately.

After 9 minutes have passed,

SAY Please stop working. If you have not finished this section of the test, and there is time
left during the other sections, you may go back and finish this section. Now, you
will read another passage and answer five questions. Look at page 5. Read the
passage and answer questions 6 through 10. For each question, circle your
answer in the test booklet. You will have 9 minutes to read the passage and
answer the questions. When you come to the word STOP, do not turn the page. |

will write the time on the board. You may begin.
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Record the time.
After 9 minutes have passed,

SAY Please stop working. If you have not finished this section of the test, and there is time
left during the other sections, you may go back and finish this section. Now, you
will read a poem and answer five questions. Turn to page 8. Read the poem and
answer questions 11 through 15. For each question, circle your answer in the test
booklet. You will have 9 minutes to read the poem and answer the questions.
When you come to the word STOP, do not turn the page. | will write the time on

the board. You may begin.

Record the time.
After 9 minutes have passed,

SAY Please stop working. If you have not finished this section of the test, and there is time
left during the next section, you may go back and finish this section. Now, you
will read an article and answer six questions. Look at page 11. Read the article
and answer questions 16 through 20. For each question, circle your answer in the
test booklet. You will have 9 minutes to read the article and answer the
questions. When you come to the word STOP, do not turn the page. | will write

the time on the board. You may begin.
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After 9 minutes have passed,

SAY This is the end of this part test. Thank you for your attention. Now we are going to
answer some questions about how you feel about computers and school. Turn to page 14 and

read question 1 to yourself.

Discuss how to answer the question.
SAY Now let’s look at question 2.
Discuss how the answer differs.

SAY Now complete the rest of the questions on your own by reading each question and

circling the word that best fits how you feel right now.
When complete collect all test booklets and

SAY Thank you for your participation in this study.
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Appendix E: YCCI Scoring Manual Excerpts

(Reprinted and used with permission of the author)
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Young Children’s Computer Inventory Scoring Manual

INTRODUCTION

The Young Children's Computer Inventory (YCCI v5.27) is a 51-item, 4 point Likert
instrument for measuring primary and intermediate (1st through 6th grade) school children's
attitudes on seven major subscales. The YCCI is designed to measure attitudes (feelings
toward a person or thing) and prevailing attitudes (dispositions), rather than achievement.

The seven major indices are:

@ Computer Importance-perceived value or significance of knowing how to use
computers,

@ Computer Enjoyment-amount of pleasure derived from using computers,

¥ Study Habits-mode of pursuing academic exercises within and outside class,

@ Empathy-a caring identification with the thoughts or feelings of others,

¥ Motivation-unceasing effort; perseverance; never giving up,

# Creative Tendencies-inclinations toward exploring the unknown, taking individual
initiative, finding unique solutions, and

¥ Attitudes Towards School-perceived value or significance of school.

Eighteen paired comparisons items also assess children's relative preferences for using a
computer versus reading a book, writing a story, and watching television. Relative difficulty

and utility for learning are assessed as well.
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RECOMMENDED ADMINISTRATION PROCEDURES

The YCCI has been successfully used for group administration to classes in school, as
well as for home administration under the supervision of a parent or guardian. Appropriate

instructions are included on the two versions of the form:

School use: This questionnaire has 4 parts. Follow along with each statement as your

teacher reads it and then circle the number which best shows how you feel.

Home use: This questionnaire has 4 parts. Read and discuss each of the following

statements with your child and mark the response your child gives you.

Classroom administration takes 30-40 minutes for a typical primary school class, while
home administration is usually faster. A longer time is required in class because the teacher
must wait until the slowest student finishes each question before having the groups proceed
to the next item. Home administration provides a slightly more reliable response, but it also
allows the possibility of parental bias entering into the student's response. Teachers and
parents are encouraged to provide explanations of items to the children as needed, but to let

the child decide for himself/herself regarding the extent of agreement or disagreement.

First grade teachers have reported success in having students cover their
questionnaires with a slotted piece of paper that slides down the page to expose one item at a
time. Most students appear to have little difficulty circling a number to indicate how strongly

they agree or disagree with an item, once they understand the statement's meaning.
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YCCI INTERNAL CONSISTENCY RELIABILITY

Internal consistency reliability estimates for YCCI subscales based on 1992 grade 1-3
data from the USA, Japan, and Mexico are listed in Table 1. These fall in the range

"minimally acceptable” to "very good™ according to the guidelines provided by Devellis

(1991).
Table 1. Internal Consistency Reliability for Combined YCCI English,
Japanese, and Spanish Versions based upon 1992 Grades 1-3 Data
Subscale Alpha No. of Items
Creative Tendencies .85 13
Computer Enjoyment 12 5
Computer Importance a7 9
Empathy 7 9
Study Habits .80 7
Motivation/Persistence .66 6

Internal consistency reliabilities for the paired comparisons portions of the YCCI are
thought to be quite high. A circular triad analysis of 1993 paired comparisons data (n=210) at
the University of Hawaii indicated reliabilities of .90 for Computer Preference, .89 for
Computer Difficulty, and .92 for Computer Learning (Dunn-Rankin, 1983; Knezek &
Miyashita, 1994). Since data from students in grades 4-8 was included in the 1993 analysis, it

is probable that the numbers are appropriate for both elementary and middle school students.
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STUDIES AND REPORTS USING YCCI

Knezek, G. A., Miyashita, K.T., Lai, M., Sakamoto, T., Southworth, J., & Sakamoto, A.
(1994). Studies on Children and Computers: The 1993-1994 Fulbright Series. Denton, TX:

Texas Center for Educational Technology.

SCORING THE YCCI (v5.27)

The Young Children's Computer Inventory (YCCI v5.27) contains 51, Likert-type self-report
items. Students record their own perceptions of the extent to which they agree or disagree
with each item, under the supervision of a teacher in the classroom environment, or a parent
in the home. Up to seven separate indices can be produced by averaging responses to related
items. These indices include two kinds of attitudes toward computers: Computer Importance
and Computer Enjoyment; two kinds of attributes related to motivation to study: Study
Habits and Motivation/Persistence; Empathy; Creative Tendencies, and Attitudes Toward
School. Items for the subscales related to attitudes toward computers and motivation to study
can be combined in each category to form more reliable scales. The following sections

describe how to score each measurement scale.

LIKERT ITEMS

The seven subscales are Computer Importance (1); Computer Enjoyment (J); Study
Habits (S); Empathy (E); Motivation/Persistence (M); Creative Tendencies (C); and Attitudes
Toward School (SC). The items of the subscales are distributed among the first four parts of

the YCCI (v5.27) and are shown in Table 2.
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Table 2. Subscale to Question Conversions.
Subscale Part Question Numbers
Computer Importance (1) 1 |3,678,10,11
Computer Enjoyment (J) 1 1,2*,4,5,9
Motivation/Persistence (M) 2 12,3,7,8,9
Study Habits (S) 2 |1,4,56 10,11
Empathy (E) 3 [1,2,34,56,7,809
Attitudes Toward School (SC) 3 10, 11*, 12, 13*
Creative Tendencies (C) 4 1,2,3,4,56,7,8,9, 10,11, 12, 13
* negative wording, reverse these 3 items before summing

The recommended Y CCI scoring procedure for the first four parts is to simply
average the numeric value of the responses for the related items to produce seven subscales
scores. However, three items on the YCCI have negative wording and must be reversed
before adding to the others. These items are: item 2 on Part 1 and items 11 and 13 on Part 3.
If the student selected 1 or No, change it to 4 or Yes. If a student selected 3 or Maybe Yes,
change it to 2 or Maybe No. For example, Computer Enjoyment will be the sum of five items
(1, 2,4,5,and 9) in Part 1, with item 2 reversed before inclusion in the sum. To generate an

average for each subscale, take the sum of the items and divide by the number of items.

If the researcher is using a statistical package, such as SPSS, this guide to the variable
numbering used in the "SPSS command application™ shown below will be helpful. Even
though the items for the seven subscales are distributed throughout the first four parts of the

YCCI (v5.27), the variables are numbered sequentially for data entry purposes. For example,
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the items in Part 1 are numbered 1 through 11, and also variable (var) 1 through 11. The
items in Part 2 are also numbered 1 through 11; however, the variables are 12 through 22.

The variables for each subscale are shown in Table 3.

Table 3. Subscale to Variable Conversions.

Subscale Part Variable Number
Computer Importance (1) 1 |variables 3,6, 7, 8, 10, 11
Computer Enjoyment (J) 1 |variables1,2,4,5,9
Motivation/Persistence (M) 2 |variables 13, 14, 18, 19, 20
Study Habits (S) 2 |variables 12, 15, 16, 17, 21, 22
Empathy (E) 3 |variables 23 through 31
Attitudes Toward School (SC) 3 variables 32, 33, 34, 35.
Creative Tendencies (C) 4 variables 36 through 48
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Appendix F: Letter and Consent Form (Parent)
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, Mathew Swerdloff

ﬁ Western Connecticut State University
swerdloff001@connect.wcsu.edu

ﬁﬁﬁ&fféﬁ September 27, 2012

STATE UMIVERSITY

Dear Parent\Guardian of:

In addition to my role as Director of Technology in this district, I am currently
enrolled in the doctoral program for Instructional Leadership at Western Connecticut State
University. This program requires that | design and implement a dissertation research study.
The purpose of my study is to investigate the effects of English Language Arts (ELA)
instruction using instructional software. Specifically, my study will assess the effect on
student reading comprehension, student attitude toward school and student attitude toward
computers. This study will take place in the 2012-2013 school year with all grade 3 students
in the district.

In the study all students in your child’s class will be taking a short online test called
the Young Child’s Computer Inventory (YCCI) and a previous version of the New York
State ELA exam. The YCCI measures student attitude toward school and computers and the
ELA exam measures reading comprehension. Each administration of the ELA exam will
take approximately 45 minutes. Each administration of the YCCI will take approximately 25
minutes. After these two exams are administered, some of the third grade classes will
receive 10 weeks of ELA instruction in school using Destination Reading, a web based
reading application. | will be training each teacher and class on the use of the software. The
remaining classes will receive no change in instruction until about 10 weeks later. After 10

weeks all students will be assessed again using both exams. Following this the second group
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will receive the 10 weeks of software instruction. All students will receive the same
instruction-the only variable is time, with one group receiving instruction 10 weeks after the
other group.

This study has been reviewed and approved by Western Connecticut State University’s
Institutional Review Board. The results will enable educators to better understand the effects
of instructional software use. Participation in this study is completely voluntary. There is no
risk to your child by participating in this research. The exam results are coded to ensure that
all responses will be held strictly confidential. The ELA exam results will be provided to
your child’s home room teacher and used as preparation for the actual ELA exam in April.

Please sign the attached form and return to it your child’s homeroom teacher by Friday
October 5, 2012. If you have any questions or need clarification please contact me by email
or phone at the numbers listed on the consent form. Thank you in advance for your

anticipated support.

Sincerely,

Wiler Arditf

Mathew Swerdloff

Director of Technology
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SCHOOL DISTRICT
READING COMPREHENSION STUDY PARENTAL CONSENT FORM

Child’s Name: School: Teacher:

Parent\Guardian Name:

Parent\Guardian Signature:

Date:

CIRCLE ONE CHOICE BELOW

1 1 CONSENT-I acknowledge that | am the legal guardian of the child listed above and
| grant consent for him\her to participate in this study. | agree that | have been
informed of and understand the nature and purpose of this study and freely consent to

my child’s participation. [understand that participation is completely voluntary.

2 |1 DO NOT CONSENT-I acknowledge that | am the legal guardian of the child listed

above and I do not grant consent for him\her to participate in this study.

PLEASE RETURN TO YOUR CHILD’S CLASSROOM TEACHER

BY FRIDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2012

This research project has been reviewed and approved by the WCSU Institutional Review Board (IRB).
If you have any questions concerning the IRB research application process, please call the WCSU Office of

Sponsored Programs and Research at 203-837-8944.

For questions about this specific study contact Mathew Swerdloff
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Appendix G: Letter and Consent Form (Superintendent)
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, Mathew Swerdloff

ﬁ Western Connecticut State University
swerdloff001@connect.wcsu.edu

ﬁﬁggféﬁ September 20, 2012

STATE UMIVERSITY

Dear Superintendent of Schools,

| am currently enrolled in the doctoral program for Instructional Leadership at
Western Connecticut State University. This program requires that | design and implement a
dissertation research study. The purpose of my study is to investigate the effects of targeted
ELA instruction using instructional software applications. Specifically, my study will assess
the effect on student reading comprehension, student attitude toward computers and student
attitude toward school.

In this study all grade 3 students in the district will receive 10 weeks of targeted ELA
instruction using instructional software applications. Instruction will be delivered in the
student’s regular classroom and in the computer lab. Students will receive the instruction
asynchronously in two groups; the first group will serve as the treatment group, the second as
the control. All students will receive the same instruction, only the timing of the instrument
administration will vary. All grade 3 teachers will be trained by me in using the software.
Destination Reading has been selected for the study, a program purchased by the district
several years ago. No district funds will be used for this study. This study will provide an
opportunity to assess the effectiveness of our current instructional practices and offer

information useful for future decisions.
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Two instruments will be administered to students; NYS ELA Exam Part 1 (previous
versions) and the Young Children’s Computer Inventory. All instruments will be
administered by me in the student’s regular classroom setting. Each administration of the
ELA exam will take approximately 45 minutes. Each administration of the YCCI will take
approximately 25 minutes.

This research study has been reviewed and approved by Western Connecticut State
University’s Institutional Review Board. Results of this study will enable educators to better
understand the effects of instructional software use. Participation in this study is completely
voluntary. The instruments are coded to ensure that all responses will be held strictly
confidential. In addition, parents and students will have the option of opting out of the

assessment portion of the study.

Sincerely,

Wilew Kty

Mathew Swerdloff

Permission is granted for the completion of this study in the district.

Superintendent’s Signature Date

176



Appendix H: Assent Form (Student)
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READING COMPREHENSION PROJECT CHILD ASSENT FORM

We are doing a project to learn about how using the computer affects your feelings about
school and your reading ability. We are asking you to help because we don’t know very
much about how you and kids your age feel about school if they use the computer a lot or a
little.

If you agree to be in our project, we are going to ask you some questions about your feelings
about computers and ask you to read some passages and answer some questions.

You can ask questions about this project at any time. If you decide at any time not to finish,
you can ask us to stop.

If you sign this paper, it means that you have read it and that you want to be in the project. If

you don’t want to be in the project, don’t sign this paper. Being in the project is up to you,
and no one will be upset if you don’t sign this paper or if you change your mind later.

Date:

Name:

Signature:
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Appendix I: Letter and Consent Form (Principal)
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, Mathew Swerdloff

ﬁ Western Connecticut State University
swerdloff001@connect.wcsu.edu

ﬁﬁﬁ&fféﬁ September 20, 2012

STATE UMIVERSITY

Dear Elementary Principal,

| am currently enrolled in the doctoral program for Instructional Leadership at
Western Connecticut State University. This program requires that | design and implement a
dissertation research study. The purpose of my study is to investigate the effects of targeted
ELA instruction using instructional software applications. Specifically, my study will assess
the effect on student reading comprehension, student attitude toward computers and student
attitude toward school.

In this study all grade 3 students in your school will receive 10 weeks of targeted
ELA instruction using instructional software applications. Instruction will be delivered in the
student’s regular classroom and in the computer lab. Students will receive the instruction
asynchronously in two groups; the first group will serve as the treatment group, the second as
the control. All students will receive the same instruction, only the timing of the instrument
administration will vary. All grade 3 teachers will be trained by me in using the software.
Destination Reading has been selected for the study, a program purchased by the district
several years ago. No district funds will be used for this study. This study will provide an
opportunity to assess the effectiveness of our current instructional practices and offer

information useful for future decisions.
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Two instruments will be administered to students; NYS ELA Exam Part 1 (previous
versions) and the Young Children’s Computer Inventory. All instruments will be
administered by me in the student’s regular classroom setting. Each administration of the
ELA exam will take approximately 45 minutes. Each administration of the YCCI will take
approximately 25 minutes.

This research study has been reviewed and approved by Western Connecticut State
University’s Institutional Review Board. Results of this study will enable educators to better
understand the effects of instructional software use. Participation in this study is completely
voluntary. The instruments are coded to ensure that all responses will be held strictly
confidential. In addition, parents and students will have the option of opting out of the

assessment portion of the study.

Sincerely,

Wilew Kty

Mathew Swerdloff

Permission is granted for the completion of this study in the school.

Principal’s Signature Date
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Appendix J: NYS ELA and YCCI Scores

182



NYS ELA and YCCI Scores

Group: 0 = control, 1 = treatment

STUPERT Group 528 SCHOOL  COMP R SCHOOL  COMP
PRE PRE POST  POST

1 0 12 16 39 15 16 32
2 0 6 13 36 8 8 30
3 0 16 16 34 18 13 30
4 0 5 13 29 5 6 25
5 0 17 15 40 15 14 44
6 0 17 9 38 15 10 39
7 0 6 13 28 3 7 20
8 0 14 10 38 17 7 40
9 0 6 8 26 9 6 33
10 0 15 10 38 17 10 41
11 0 15 10 38 15 8 42
12 0 8 11 39 8 4 36
13 0 14 8 33 14 4 38
14 0 16 11 36 16 12 39
15 0 18 6 36 18 4 38
16 0 15 7 35 14 10 33
17 0 17 7 38 16 8 41
18 0 8 8 27 6 10 41
19 0 18 11 30 16 9 32
20 0 19 4 37 16 4 42
21 0 16 12 38 12 4 29
22 0 7 9 29 13 7 37

(Appendix J Continues)
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(Appendix J Continued)

STUDENT  gpoup  ELA SCHOOL  COMP o SCHOOL  COMP
PRE PRE POST  POST

23 0 13 5 39 15 7 34
24 0 17 8 35 18 10 34
25 0 16 15 40 15 12 36
26 0 20 14 35 19 10 31
27 0 19 8 27 18 8 29
28 0 18 9 34 16 0 25
29 0 19 13 36 17 14 34
30 0 19 16 33 16 16 32
31 0 19 16 32 15 16 36
32 0 17 10 37 13 14 33
33 0 15 7 25 11 14 34
34 0 11 8 35 6 6 38
35 0 18 4 37 13 7 34
36 0 19 11 23 13 9 21
37 0 19 12 38 12 12 38
38 0 13 11 29 18 9 35
39 0 10 12 33 13 10 38
40 0 9 1 34 12 12 32
41 0 12 13 34 14 12 40
42 0 17 13 39 17 15 42
43 0 19 15 33 18 14 34
44 0 17 9 39 15 10 44
45 0 18 8 36 15 9 40
46 0 14 13 32 11 13 22

(Appendix J Continues)
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(Appendix J Continued)

STUPERT Group 528 SCHOOL  COMP R SCHOOL  COMP
PRE PRE POST  POST

47 0 11 12 33 8 12 32
48 0 9 13 37 5 13 44
49 0 10 13 29 3 14 32
50 0 16 7 36 20 13 31
51 0 15 13 38 17 12 40
52 0 17 14 35 19 10 33
53 0 14 13 32 16 12 26
54 0 18 10 37 18 7 42
55 0 11 16 33 9 14 21
56 0 14 11 35 11 14 30
57 0 14 6 35 11 13 43
58 0 18 13 39 14 13 38
59 1 7 8 44 14 9 36
60 1 10 10 36 16 8 38
61 1 17 13 36 19 13 44
62 1 16 15 43 16 12 41
63 1 18 11 39 18 10 36
64 1 17 10 40 17 8 36
65 1 20 13 30 20 14 26
66 1 16 12 42 15 13 39
67 1 17 13 37 15 15 36
68 1 12 4 28 10 7 26
69 1 18 5 32 16 4 40
70 1 17 16 43 14 14 42

(Appendix J Continues)
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(Appendix J Continued)

STUPERT Group 528 SCHOOL  COMP R SCHOOL  COMP
PRE PRE POST  POST

71 1 13 8 34 9 9 24
72 1 19 15 40 14 13 40
73 1 6 7 33 9 6 32
74 1 16 16 41 18 13 37
75 1 16 16 44 17 15 41
76 1 19 14 42 20 14 38
77 1 10 7 41 11 4 41
78 1 17 4 41 18 4 44
79 1 17 13 35 17 11 29
80 1 15 11 38 15 10 36
81 1 19 13 39 19 13 44
82 1 18 11 35 18 14 42
83 1 17 4 36 14 10 39
84 1 13 14 42 16 10 41
85 1 17 15 40 19 14 32
86 1 18 15 35 18 9 31
87 1 8 14 36 8 7 27
88 1 19 13 34 17 14 38
89 1 20 10 33 18 14 40
90 1 18 12 38 15 16 44
91 1 19 12 39 15 11 43
92 1 17 12 39 12 13 43
93 1 18 12 30 18 13 33
94 1 1 13 41 16 13 44

(Appendix J Continues)
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(Appendix J Continued)

STUDENT cpoup  ELA scuooL  comp A schooL  cowp
PRE PRE POST POST

95 1 15 13 38 20 10 40
96 1 13 11 34 17 6 30
97 1 11 13 30 15 9 44
98 1 13 4 23 16 8 23
99 1 17 13 42 20 14 43
100 1 11 7 28 13 6 32
101 1 11 11 33 13 7 43
102 1 13 13 40 14 12 40
103 1 17 10 35 18 14 37
104 1 15 10 39 15 11 38
105 1 17 6 34 17 8 30
106 1 20 13 44 20 14 40
107 1 18 13 32 17 14 30
108 1 19 10 28 18 10 31
109 1 19 7 34 14 6 38
110 1 5 9 36 14 5 36
111 1 6 4 38 14 7 33
112 1 7 10 36 11 5 43
113 1 13 16 36 15 13 39
114 1 16 13 38 17 15 33
115 1 14 14 38 15 15 30
116 1 17 10 40 15 12 44
117 1 11 10 44 8 12 44
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Appendix K: Qualitative Interview Transcripts
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Qualitative Interview Transcript Interview One
INTERVIEWER: This is Interviewer, I’'m interviewing Student #1 and it’s January 25" at
11:35am. So Student #1 | have a few questions for you about Destination Reading and |
want you to just give me your opinion, there’s no right or wrong answer. So whatever you
think you tell me, alright?
STUDENT #1: Ok.
INTERVIEWER: Alright so the first question is: Can you describe what it was like for you
when you were using the Destination Reading software?
STUDENT #1: Um...
INTERVIEWER: Do you need help answering?
STUDENT #1: I’m just trying to remember.
INTERVIEWER: Ok. So how did you feel when you were using it?
STUDENT #1: Like um. 1 felt like I was learning like a few new things.
INTERVIEWER: Uh huh.
STUDENT #1: And like a few new like pronouns and action words.
INTERVIEWER: Ok. Did you enjoy it or...
STUDENT #1: 1enjoyed it.
INTERVIEWER: Was it some other words you could use to describe what it was like for
you, some other adjectives? No?
STUDENT #1: It teaches like me new things.
INTERVIEWER: Ok, great thank you. So some of the questions that we asked in that

questionnaire were how you feel about school and how you feel about computers. Do you

189



think that using the Destination Reading software affected how you feel about school in any
way?

STUDENT #1: Like it made me smarter.

INTERVIEWER: Ok. Did it change the way you feel about coming to school and being in
school?

STUDENT #1: No.

INTERVIEWER: No. Ok. And what about how you feel about computers, did you think
that using the software changed how you feel about computers at all?

STUDENT #1: Um, no.

INTERVIEWER: No? Everything’s the same?

STUDENT #1: Uh huh.

INTERVIEWER: Ok two more questions. So one of the reasons for using the software was
to help kids learn how to read, do you think that the software helped you learn how to read?
STUDENT #1: A little.

INTERVIEWER: Any idea how or can you be specific?

STUDENT #1: Like the stories helped me read like when I was in like kindergarten and still
they helped me read a little better.

INTERVIEWER: So you used it before? You used this software before this year?
STUDENT #1: Uh huh.

INTERVIEWER: With your other teachers? Ok, so what about this year do you think it
helped you read this year?

STUDENT #1: Yea.

INTERVIEWER: How did it help you?
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STUDENT #1: Like I read the stories and then | had to answer questions and sometimes I do
that at my house.

INTERVIEWER: Uh huh.

STUDENT #1: Like to help me read better.

INTERVIEWER: So the questioning after the story was helpful?

STUDENT #1: Uh huh.

INTERVIEWER: Ok. And then the last question is so anything else that you think would be
good for me to know about what it was like for you to be using Destination Reading,
anything that was good, or not good, or fun, or exciting, or boring, or anything about using
it?

STUDENT #1: 1 liked everything about it.

INTERVIEWER: You liked everything about it? Is there anything that you would have
improved or done more of?

STUDENT #1: Um, I would um, I like to do The Choice Is Right because after you like read
a story they asked you questions.

INTERVIEWER: So that was one of the games?

STUDENT #1: Uh huh.

INTERVIEWER: And did you like the games especially?

STUDENT #1: Uh huh.

INTERVIEWER: What other games did you like?

STUDENT #1: When you had to like connect the words like thoughtful with the ice bricks.
INTERVIEWER: Uh huh. Ok. Was there any part that you didn’t like?

STUDENT #1: No.
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INTERVIEWER: No? It’s all good? Ok. Thank you Student #1, I appreciate your time.
STUDENT #1: OKk.

END OF INTERVIEW
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Qualitative Interview Transcript Interview Two
INTERVIEWER: This is a recording of an interview with Student #2. It is January 3, 2013.
Can you describe what it was like for you to use the Destination Reading software?
STUDENT #2: Fun.
INTERVIEWER: Can you say any more about it?
STUDENT #2: 1don’t know.
INTERVIEWER: What was fun about it?
STUDENT #2: The games.
INTERVIEWER: Did you use level 2 and 3?
STUDENT #2: I’'m still on level 2.
INTERVIEWER: The games were your favorite part?
STUDENT #2: Yes.
INTERVIEWER: Do you think the use of the Destination Reading software changed how
you feel about school?
STUDENT #2: Yes.
INTERVIEWER: How so0?
STUDENT #2: On computer or paper?
INTERVIEWER: Is it better...is school better with using Destination Reading?
STUDENT #2: Yea.
INTERVIEWER: Can you say more?
STUDENT #2: Not really.
INTERVIEWER: Do you think that using the Destination Reading software changed how

you feel about computers?
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STUDENT #2: Yes, but in a good way.

INTERVIEWER: How did you change?

STUDENT #2: Computers can also be used for work.
INTERVIEWER: You used Destination Reading for 10 weeks. Can you describe what that
was like?

STUDENT #2: Exciting.

INTERVIEWER: What was exciting?

STUDENT #2: This is the first year we got to use the computer lab.
INTERVIEWER: Do you use computers in class for other stuff?
STUDENT #2: Sometimes yes.

INTERVIEWER: Like what?

STUDENT #2: Looking up states.

INTERVIEWER: Anything else?

STUDENT #2: No, not really.

END OF INTERVIEW
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Qualitative Interview Transcript Interview Three
INTERVIEWER: So this is Interviewer and Student #3. Today is January 2, 2013. So | have
a few questions for you and it’s really just totally your opinion, no right or wrong answers.
However you want to answer is fine and this is just for me for my research.
STUDENT #3: Ok.
INTERVIEWER: Ok? And if you could speak up...so the first question is can you tell me
what it was like for you using the Destination Reading software these last 10 weeks?
STUDENT #3: Well it was really, really fun. I learned a lot. | loved just reading all of the
passages, the books, and it tells you about a lot of interesting things like space and how
Jupiter has I think a red dot on it.
INTERVIEWER: Uh huh.
STUDENT #3: It was just amazing. I like it so much and that was all new, we’ve never
been on that before, that kind.
INTERVIEWER: Right, right. Ok. So you like the reading part of it, what about anything
else that you particularly enjoyed?
STUDENT #3: Ienjoyed...like...I don’t really...like all the writing parts that they told me
about...like how you should write. They told me two things about that.
INTERVIEWER: You did like that or you didn’t?
STUDENT #3: | loved it!
INTERVIEWER: Oh, ok. So remember in the test that | gave you | asked you some
questions about how you feel about computers and how you feel about school?

STUDENT #3: Yea.
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INTERVIEWER: So my next question is, do you think using the Destination Reading
software changed how you feel about school?

STUDENT #3: A lot.

INTERVIEWER: How?

STUDENT #3: 1 feel perfect now. School is now like my favorite thing.
INTERVIEWER: Uh huh.

STUDENT #3: It told me...like...it made me do math...like use my brainer harder to do
math.

INTERVIEWER: Uh huh.

STUDENT #3: And now it’s turning out to be fun in school.

INTERVIEWER: Ok, now what about how do you feel about computers? Do you think
Destination Reading changed the way you feel about computers?

STUDENT #3: A lot.

INTERVIEWER: How?

STUDENT #3: Now I love computers. I didn’t really use computers that much but now I
use it every day. | got a computer myself and I really type a lot on it and I’'m just getting to
love computers.

INTERVIEWER: Uh huh.

STUDENT #3: It’s just...computers are now my favorite electronics.

INTERVIEWER: Uh huh.

STUDENT #3: Idon’t like the iPod Touch anymore because they don’t give you...they

don’t really let you write or do stuff like the computers do.
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INTERVIEWER: Ok. And so was there anything about using Destination Reading that you
didn’t like or that was difficult or challenging?

STUDENT #3: Some parts in reading and telling you about Jupiter got me mixed up.
INTERVIEWER: Uh huh.

STUDENT #3: The words I can read only like once or twice and the writing it’s just...it
gets hard when they like tell you about everything...you can’t like remember it. It’s just
those parts are really, really hard.

INTERVIEWER: Uh huh. And so last question is there anything else that you think that |
should know or that you want me to know about your experience using Destination Reading?
STUDENT #3: I mean you’re really good. I just really don’t know what you should learn.
You’re just already really, really, smart about Destination Reading and computers.
INTERVIEWER: Ok, thank you. But anything that you experienced that you didn’t tell me
about yet?

STUDENT #3: Oh. Ididn’t experience like the...in space I didn’t learn about like all the
planets. Jupiter had a red dot on it ...I didn’t know like any of that.

INTERVIEWER: So you learned a lot about the planets from the reading?

STUDENT #3: Yea.

INTERVIEWER: What else did you learn a lot about?

STUDENT #3: | learned a lot about science and about how to write better, | liked that a lot.
And it just changed my life about computers.

INTERVIEWER: Ok good, I’'m glad to hear that. Alright, thank you.

STUDENT #3: You’re welcome.

END OF INTERVIEW
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Qualitative Interview Transcript Interview Four
INTERVIEWER: It’s January 2" at 1:30. This is Interviewer interviewing Student #4.
STUDENT #4: Yes.
INTERVIEWER: Ok, so I have a few questions for you about Destination Reading. Do you
remember Destination Reading? Do you remember the software that we used?
STUDENT #4: Yes.
INTERVIEWER: OK, so the first question is: What was it like for you to use the
Destination Reading software?
STUDENT #4: It was like me reading something that tells you a lot of things about like the
planet and all that stuff on the Destination number 3.
INTERVIEWER: Did you find it...how did you find it did you find it? Fun or boring or
exciting or interesting? What word would you use to describe it?
STUDENT #4: A little interesting...yea interesting I’ll say that.
INTERVIEWER: Can you say any more about it?
STUDENT #4: No, it’s interesting because you get to use connect and download and a lot of
that stuff and I really like that.
INTERVIEWER: So you like level 3 better than level 2?
STUDENT #4: Yea.
INTERVIEWER: What made you like level 3?
STUDENT #4: Because | wanted something that had more facts because level 3 only has
games, games, games, games. | wanted something that can read to you...well Destination

Reading number 3 can read and number 2 can also read but it’s only about games, games,
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games, games but I like Destination Reading 3 because you can read, it tells you some things
about the things.

INTERVIEWER: And you liked it more because it was more like a game? Is that right?
STUDENT #4: Yea.

INTERVIEWER: Ok. So let me ask you this: Do you think the use of the software
Destination Reading changed how you feel about school?

STUDENT #4: The use of Destination Reading...no.

INTERVIEWER: You feel the same way about school than you did 10 weeks ago before?
STUDENT #4: Yea.

INTERVIEWER: Ok. What about how you feel about computers? Do you think the use of
the software changed how you feel about computers?

STUDENT #4: No...what was the question again?

INTERVIEWER: Do you think that using Destination Reading changed how you feel about
computers?

STUDENT #4: No it didn’t.

INTERVIEWER: How do you feel about computers?

STUDENT #4: Well computers are good not only for games for school work, homework and
all that stuff.

INTERVIEWER: Ok. Thank you. Is there anything that you would like me to know about
your experience using Destination Reading?

STUDENT #4: Yes.

INTERVIEWER: What?

STUDENT #4: Well it’s really...it’s fun...kind of funny.
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INTERVIEWER: Funny or fun?

STUDENT #4: Fun and funny.

INTERVIEWER: What was fun about it?

STUDENT #4: Because that part about “Hey who turned out the lights” that was funny.
INTERVIEWER: Uh huh.

STUDENT #4: Yea. And also fun because you get to use tools and it has sticker things that
| was checking things out on the tools.

INTERVIEWER: Uh huh.

STUDENT #4: Yea. So it’s really fun.

INTERVIEWER: Ok, that’s great. So thank you for your time. Is there anything else you
want to say to me?

STUDENT #4: No.

INTERVIEWER: Ok. That’s the end of this interview.

END OF INTERVIEW
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Qualitative Interview Transcript Interview Five
INTERVIEWER: This is Interviewer interviewing Student #5, January 4, 2013. So I'm
going to ask you some questions about Destination Reading. The first one is can you tell me
what it was like for you to use Destination Reading?
STUDENT #5: It was fun because you got to learn stuff without having to write it down and
you got to use the computer.
INTERVIEWER: Ok. Was there one part of it that was the most fun for you?
STUDENT #5: The most fun for me was the one with the monkey.
INTERVIEWER: The story with the monkey?
STUDENT #5: Yea.
INTERVIEWER: And did you do level 2 and level 3 or just level 2?
STUDENT #5: Just level 2, I didn’t get past level 2 yet because I always have to start over.
INTERVIEWER: Ok. So remember one of the questions was in the written test was how
you feel about school. Do you think that using Destination Reading changed how you feel
about school?
STUDENT #5: Yes.
INTERVIEWER: How?
STUDENT #5: Because it made me realize that school is a good way to have you learn
instead of having you not learning anything.
INTERVIEWER: Ok. And what about how you feel about computers, do you think that
using the software changed how you feel about using computers?
STUDENT #5: No.

INTERVIEWER: No? You feel the same?
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STUDENT #5: Yea.

INTERVIEWER: Ok. So how do you think Destination Reading changed the way you read?
Do you think it changed the way you read at all or how you read?

STUDENT #5: No because a part of it was blurry to me because | think I need glasses.
INTERVIEWER: You were telling me that the test was blurry right?

STUDENT #5: Yea.

INTERVIEWER: So I think you do need glasses.

STUDENT #5: | got my eye exam on the 27th.

INTERVIEWER: Oh good, ok. So is there anything else about using the software that you
think you want me to know?

STUDENT #5: No.

INTERVIEWER: Ok. What part was the most interesting for you about using the software?
STUDENT #5: What does interesting mean?

INTERVIEWER: Interesting means like something that you are...

STUDENT #5: Something that you like or something?

INTERVIEWER: It could be like or dislike but something that gets your attention.
STUDENT #5: 1 really like how you have to type stuff about the story.

INTERVIEWER: OKk.

STUDENT #5: Because it confuses me.

INTERVIEWER: Uh huh.

STUDENT #5: And that’s pretty much it.

INTERVIEWER: OK. Alright, thank you Student #5.

END OF INTERVIEW
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